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such a step should have been taken after the
mutual consent of the signing parties, but such a
course has never been pursued, and certainly all
the concordats in France were abandoned with-
out any such agreement. An understanding
with Rome would have meant a national recog-
nition that the Pope has a right to interfere in
French secular matters, and this the people
wished to avoid at any cost. The solution which
has prevailed, contrary to the wishes of most
intelligent Catholics, leaves clergymen as free
as possible, but without any regular judicial
title to the buildings in which they worship.
Much wealth and many privileges were the
price paid by French Catholics for rejecting
a settlement which was honourable and fair.
Rome had expected a terrible crisis and an up-
rising of the nation. The people fully realised
on which side predominated the love of liberty
and of fair play. The outcome of the crisis
was most disappointing for the Vatican, as its
representatives saw the perfect apathy of the
masses at the sight of ecclesiastical disestab-
lishment. The next chapter views the question
as it forced itself upon the French mind in gen-
eral in those days.